January 19, 2011

Dear Parents/Guardians,


On the morning of March 31st 2011, your son or daughter will write the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT).  The OSSLT is a high school graduation requirement. All students take the test in grade 10 to measure their competency in reading and writing. If a student is unsuccessful, they may retake the test the following year. If they are still unable to pass the test, they can take the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLT), which is an OSSLT equivalent. (EQAO Website)


The test will focus on key skills in reading and writing as outlined below.
	5 reading selections

	10 questions related to readings. Students are given 6 lines on which to answer in sentences.

	48 multiple choice questions related to the readings.

	54 questions based on grammar, spelling and reading and writing skills

	2 short writing tasks

	2 long writing tasks including a news report and a series of paragraphs. 



In order to better prepare your child there have been a number of activities at the school including a partial mock literacy test, conferencing with teachers and pre-testing with  student self-reflection, making students aware of areas where they may need to focus to be successful on the test. We are also offering an after school program which we strongly encourage your child to enroll in. These free classes will be starting on Thursday, February 24th and will run every Tuesday and Thursday (excluding March break) to March 29th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm and will focus on each aspect of the test.
In order to meet the needs of the students writing the OSSLT, we will be modifying our schedule on March 1st for all of our students:
	Grade 10 Students

(and Grade 11 and 12 Students Rewriting the OSSLT)
	Grade 9, 11, & 12 Students

	9:00 – 10:30
	OSSLT Booklet #1
	No Classes – Arrival at 12:15

(Students must eat lunch prior to arrival)

	10:30 – 10:45
	Break
	

	10:45 – 12:15
	OSSLT Booklet #2
	

	12:20 – 1:10
	Lunch
	12:20 – 1:10
	Period 1

	1:15 – 2:05
	Period 2
	1:15 – 2:05
	Period 2

	2:10 – 3:00
	Period 6
	2:10 – 3:00
	Period 6


We will also be adjusting our bus schedules on March 31, 2011.  Please take note of the following changes:

· Durham Transit and Yellow School Buses will run all regular morning and afternoon buses

· Durham Transit and Yellow School Buses will provide extra buses for the 12:15 arrival (pickup 3 hours and 15 minutes later than normal schedule)

· Transportation will be made for Special Needs students, with parents contacted by the school

All students are expected to attend afternoon classes.  We thank you in advance for your cooperation and support.

Sincerely,

John Mullins
Principal, St. Mary C.S.S.

